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ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
SEEN AND HEARD INTERNATIONAL INTERVIEW 

25TH APRIL 2019 

 

YOUNG RUSSIAN PIANIST ALEXANDRA 

DOVGAN TALKS TO GREGOR TASSIE 
 

Alexandra Dovgan in conversation with Gregor Tassie 

The eleven-year-old Alexandra Dovgan was honoured by opening the Ninth Rakhlin 

International Music Festival in Kazan playing Mendelssohn’s First Piano Concerto together 

with Alexander Sladkovsky’s outstanding Tatarstan National Symphony Orchestra, an event 

(review click here) which I attended together with journalists from Israel, St Petersburg, and 

Moscow. Alexandra was born in 2007 in the Russian capital, into a musical family, and when 

she was just seven-years-old was the prize-winner of the Villahermosa Internet Competition 

in Mexico. Since which this diminutive girl has won another eight piano competitions, and 

last summer she won the International Grand Piano Competition in Moscow with the 

Mendelssohn First Concerto accompanied by Sladkovsky and the State Symphony Orchestra 

(Svetlanov). 

 

Alexandra has been awarded a prize by the Japanese Yamaha piano company and granted 

scholarships from the Spivakov Foundation, the Mstislav Rostropovich and the New Names 
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http://seenandheard-international.com/2019/04/the-young-russian-alexandra-dovgan-opens-kazans-international-rakhlin-music-festival/


Foundation. The Russian piano school is unquestionably the richest in tradition in the world 

– not only for the acclaimed technique – but for its musicality and artistry. The traditions of 

Rubinstein, Rachmaninoff, and Prokofiev continue despite the earth-shaking events of the 

twentieth century. A steady stream of dazzlingly gifted musicians is appearing and Alexandra 

Dovgan – among the latest exponents of the Russian school – has a great career ahead of 

her. At present, Alexandra studies at the Central Moscow Musical School with Mira 

Marchenko – one of Russia’s finest piano teachers. 

 

I was privileged to be granted an interview with this modest, and very shy girl who likes to 

spend her time playing on swings while she isn’t playing the piano at home. 

 

GT: What inspired you to begin playing music? 

 

AD: My parents are both musicians – there was an old fortepiano at home, and I began to 

play on it from the age of three or four years old. I live in Moscow and both my parents are 

pianists. I love the piano as an instrument – I especially love to play in a concert hall and to 

give people joy from hearing my playing. 

 

GT: Do you feel any sense of nerves before going on stage, even some of the great pianists 

like Emil Gilels feared going on stage before a recital. 

 

AD: Now it is fine, but before I certainly was nervous, but I always want to play well so it is 

no problem for me anymore. 

 

GT: Are there any particular composers that you like most of all? 

 

AD: I love all the composers whose music I play. Together with my teacher, we choose the 

composers which most suit my character and my technique. The composers closest to my 

heart are those that I played today – Mendelssohn and Rachmaninoff – but most of all 

Rachmaninoff as his music comes through so well for me. I love Bach very much, also I love 

Prokofiev, Mozart and Beethoven, all their concertos and Haydn too. I prefer the romantics; 

they are closest to my heart. 

 

GT: Is this the first time that you have been to Kazan? Did you have time to visit art galleries 

or the theatre? 

 

AD: I don’t have time to visit museums or the theatre – but sometimes I make a point of 

going. Yes, it’s the first time that I am in Kazan, [with my father] we visited the Kremlin – I 

like it a lot – it’s a very beautiful city. 

 

GT: What about literature, many musicians are close to Russian poetry, do you have any 

favourite writers or poets? 

 

AD: I don’t have any favourite writers, apart from Pushkin and Yesenin. 



 

GT: With your growing concert commitments, you have 

a busy schedule, has this led to concerts outside Russia? 

How do you manage your school work? 

 

AD: I studied German, but I don’t go to school now as I 

have so many concerts and I practice a great deal, so 

we have an agreement with my teachers who give me 

homework. I have many concerts both in Russia and 

abroad. In November, I opened the Russian Seasons in 

Berlin, and I gave concerts all over the country with 

another prize-winner. I also gave concerts in Venice, 

where I accompanied Maestro [Vladimir] Spivakov in a 

violin recital. 

 

GT: What new repertoire are you introducing for your 

future concerts? How do you decide which new 

concertos to learn? What about new competitions? 

 

AD: I already know Beethoven’s Second Concerto and Mozart’s Concerto No.23, and I have 

plans for the Bach D minor Concerto, and later Rachmaninoff’s First Concerto and Chopin’s 

Second Concerto, and several other concertos. Of course, these are all discussed with my 

teacher. Yes, however, rather than more competitions, I would prefer to play many new 

works. 

 

GT: How do you manage your concert schedule, does your family help you? 

 

AD: My family helps me a great deal, and they accompany me on long trips. 

 

GT:  Do you listen to other musicians in concerts? 

 

AD: Of course, I really love to hear other musicians. I listen to recordings – but it is great if I 

can hear and see them live in concert. It doesn’t have to be pianists – I love listening to 

orchestral concerts, and to violinists. 

 

GT: I noticed that you listened to the second part of the concert tonight; to the Mahler 

symphony, what were your impressions? 

 

AD: To be frank, this was the first time that I heard Mahler’s First Symphony live, and in such 

a magnificent performance by the orchestra under Alexander Vitalyevich [Sladkovsky]. I was 

very impressed that Alexander Vitalyevich conducted this huge musical canvass without a 

score! My father and I downloaded the music onto our iPad, so I could understand the work 

fully. Regardless of the vastness of the music – it seemed as if it was performed all in one 

breath – I was so taken from the first notes. It made a colossal impression on me! 

II Photo Oscar Tursunov 



 

GT: I am glad you enjoyed the experience of hearing the Mahler symphony. Thank you for 

your time and I wish you all the very best in your future career, it’s so difficult for young 

people today, and you are an inspiration to many others. 

 

Alexandra Dovgan’s performance of the Mendelssohn Piano Concerto No.1 from the 2018 

Grand Piano Competition can be watched here. 

 

A brief interview with Alexandra from last year’s competition in Moscow has subtitles in 

English (click here). 

 

Gregor Tassie 

 

 

HTTPS://SEENANDHEARD-INTERNATIONAL.COM/2019/04/YOUNG-RUSSIAN-PIANIST-ALEXANDRA-DOVGAN-IN-CONVERSATION-WITH-

GREGOR-TASSIE/ 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=alexandra+dovgan+piano&view=detail&mid=24AD4AE82DD43832306924AD4AE82DD438323069&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=alexandra+dovgan+piano&&view=detail&mid=2126B6990C76D3E089C02126B6990C76D3E089C0&&FORM=VDRVRV
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ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
INTERVISTA | 13 MAGGIO 2019 

FESTIVAL PIANISTICO INTERNAZIONALE 

DI BRESCIA E BERGAMO 
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ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
INTERVIEW | 15TH MAY 2019 

 

 

May's Young Artist: Alexandra Dovgan 

 

At the tender age of 11, the prodigious talents of Russian pianist Alexandra Dovgan 

have steadily been capturing the hearts and imaginations of musicians and music 

lovers worldwide. Already a seasoned performer often featured in Europe's most 

prestigious concert halls and international music festivals, as well as a prizewinner at 

5 international music competitions, it is clear that Alexandra Dovgan is definitely one 

to watch. We are extremely pleased to present Alexandra in the following interview: 

 

NC: How did your musical life begin? 

AD: My aunt used to play a lot, as also did my mom and dad; then, at 4, I started playing, 

too. I listened to the music all the time, it just surrounded me. At a very early age, when I 

could not fall asleep, they would play me a recording of Gould’s performance of Bach’s 

Goldberg Variations, which I love very much. I also love Peter and the Wolf by Prokofiev and 

never tire listening to it. When the time came for me to go to musical school, mom and dad 

took me to the Central Special Musical School attached to the Moscow Conservatory, to join 

which you must be selected from among very many other candidates. The admission 

committee of ten to fifteen persons watches your hands, checks out your sense of rhythm 

and   your ear, we sing, listen to, and guess, the intervals and accords, talk about music and 



composers, and, of course, get asked to play, at least a little. And I somehow immediately 

liked that school, even its building, and I did my best to get admitted. 

 

NC: Do you play any other instruments in addition to the piano? 

AD: I tried to play organ, but unfortunately, I have no time to continue to take organ lessons. 

Probably at the future. 

 

NC: Do you have a favorite music composer, or a favorite music composition?  

AD: It’s hard to tell, because I like each great composer for something peculiar for them, for 

some particular repertoire of theirs. I like this one in this thing, and another, in that. I like 

Bach, Chopin, Rachmaninoff, Rameau etc. I like all pieces, which I play. I like Mahler 

Symphonies and ballet music. 

 

NC: Do you enjoy travelling? Which countries 

have your musical travels taken you to so far?  

AD: Very much so. I like unfamiliar cities, unfamiliar 

auditoriums. Sometimes I manage to see some 

sites. Say, on the day of the Berlin recital we went 

to see the Reichstag and the Brandenburg Gate. In 

Amsterdam, I saw ladies in posh evening gowns 

come to the recital by bicycle.  It was a very 

memorable scene. In Venice, Italy, a few hours 

prior to the concert, we took a gondola ride… It 

was a great experience. Also I like fantastic cities in 

Russia, like St. Petersburg, Vladivostok (on Pacific 

Ocean), Kaliningrad on Baltic sea… 

 

NC: What hobbies do you enjoy when you are 

away from the piano? 

AD: Among other things, I like to draw. When I was 

playing Children’s Corner of Debussy, I drew a 

picture to each individual piece. Later on I also 

tried to draw pictures to Tchaikovsky Children’s Album but did not complete for the lack of 

time. Now I like either to draw whatever I have a whimsy for or yet to color large pictures 

whose stencils are available for sale. I also love nature, love to stay out of doors, to ski and 

Ice-skate… I like ballet and even have pointes at home and do toe dance. When opportunity 

strikes, I read. I like adventure stories and fairy tales. 

 

NC: Last year, you received the Grand Prix at the 2018 International Grand Piano 

Competition in Moscow. What was that entire experience like for you? 

AD: It was an interesting and remarkable moment. I found a lot of friends. I think all pianists 

who played at this Competition are already winners. Of course, it was a challenge, and I 



worked few months with my great teacher Mira Marchenko. But it was an opportunity to 

play to professional musicians, to very warm audience. I did not think about the prize. I tried 

to do my best on stage. 

 

NC: At age 11, how do you manage to successfully balance  your school academics 

with such a busy musical life? 

AD: Fortunately, I have a special individual plan in my School. And I am very grateful for my 

teachers, for their support. For this moment, I have time to work on other disciplines too. I 

like math, literature and history. I understand how is important to be well educated.      

 

NC:  Can you describe a very memorable performance experience you have had? 

AD: Once I was playing open-air in Suzdal (which is a beautiful ancient Russian town). Before 

the recital, I heard the church bells peal and made a wish that they should peal so 

enchantingly again during the performance… And when leaving the stage I felt sad because 

they did not. But my mom told me afterwards that they did. But I simply failed to hear the 

ding… I've being so concentrated on the music, on what I am in the process of playing 

 

NC:  What do you dream of doing 10 years from now?  

AD: To play piano, to be on stage, to have possibility to play everywhere, and to be high-

level pianist. 
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Il talento non ha età. Chiudi gli occhi e ti sembra di ascoltare Clara Haskil o 

Wilhelm Kempff. Apri gli occhi e vedi una ragazzina magra e bruna, i capelli 

raccolti in una coda, di bianco vestita, come se andasse alla prima comunione, 

che suona un pianoforte a coda Steinway e tiene col fiato sospeso un intero 

uditorio. Serata singolare, quella di ieri, per il Festival Pianistico Internazionale. 

L’eccitazione era palpabile in sala prima dell’inizio del concerto, non solo per la 

folta presenza di pubblico, ma soprattutto per la qualità del pubblico: oltre agli 

affezionati frequentatori della rassegna diretta da Pier Carlo Orizio, in San 

Barnaba c’erano diversi musicisti (tra gli altri, Federico Colli e Sergej Krylov), 

nonché giornalisti e operatori musicali da tutta Italia. Perché? Per il debutto 



 

italiano di Alexandra Dovgan, undicenne moscovita, segnalata al Festival 

nientemeno che da Grigory Sokolov, anche lui in sala, affiancato dalla figlia del 

mitico Slava Rostropovich, presidente della Fondazione che del violoncellista 

porta il nome. Ciò che stupisce è anzitutto la serena leggerezza con cui questa 

giovanissima musicista si presenta al pubblico, inchinandosi con eleganza, 

approcciandosi con sicurezza allo strumento (davvero molto grande per lei, che 

in Patria frequenta quella che per noi è la prima media). 

 

Colpisce ancor più la capacità di creare tensione nell’uditorio: non si getta con 

vigore sulla tastiera (come molti «bambini prodigio» fanno, ansiosi di 

dimostrare quanto hanno imparato), ma attende diversi secondi. Il silenzio, 

carico di attesa, si scioglie poi nell’ascolto di un’esecuzione stupefacente per 

precisione tecnica, densità di suono, ricchezza di fraseggio e maturità 

interpretativa. Così, se il primo Scarlatti appare un po’ scolastico, la dolente 

Sonata in fa minore k 466 è invece intessuta di un sapore crepuscolare e 

struggente. Magnifica la Sonata n. 10 di Beethoven, eseguita con giustezza di 

suono, duttilità di fraseggio e un gusto invero singolare per le dinamiche e le 

agogiche. Dopo un pregevole Rachmaninov, il vero miracolo accade con uno 

Chopin che alla bellezza ambrata del tocco unisce una squisita sensibilità che 

pare immettere in questo pieno e tormentato Romanticismo una profonda 

nostalgia di classico. Con Children’s corner di Debussy sembrava che la stessa 

Chou-chou, l’amatissima figlia alla quale il compositore dedicò questa suite, si 

fosse materializzata davanti ai nostri occhi per raccontarci, con tutta la 

spensieratezza della sua età, quali tesori il padre avesse scritto per lei. Spesso, 

quelli che la cronaca ribattezza “bambini prodigio”, stupiscono per la 

solidissima tecnica di cui sono capaci. Nel caso di Alexandra Dovgan non c’è solo 

tecnica. C’è talento e talento compiuto. Una volta chiesero a una grande pianista 

quarantenne che differenza ci fosse tra le sue esibizioni di oggi e quelle di 

quando, a 11 anni, esordì su un palcoscenico. «Nessuna», rispose. «Suono oggi 

come suonavo allora». 
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ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
AUDITORIUM SAN BARNABA BRESCIA | 17 MAGGIO 2019 
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ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
AUDITORIUM SAN BARNABA BRESCIA | 17 MAGGIO 2019 

 

 

 
 

HTTPS://WWW.GIORNALEDIBRESCIA.IT/TEMPO-LIBERO/ALEXANDRA-DOVGAN-A-11-ANNI-STREGA-SAN-BARNABA-E-SOKOLOV-1.3365434 

 



AMC – ARTISTS MANAGEMENT COMPANY s.r.l. unipersonale  
Piazza R. Simoni, 1/E   37122 Verona   Italia                    
Tel. +39 045 8014041  

office@amcmusic.com      www.amcmusic.com  
P.IVA / VAT  IT04119540237 

 

 

ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
TEATRO FILARMONICO VERONA | 16 GIUGNO 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTTPS://WWW.LARENA.IT/HOME/SPETTACOLI/MUSICA/ALEXANDRA-MAGIA-AL-PIANOFORTE-VOGLIO-FAR-SOGNARE-CHI-ASCOLTA-
1.7407852 



AMC – ARTISTS MANAGEMENT COMPANY s.r.l. unipersonale  
Piazza R. Simoni, 1/E   37122 Verona   Italia                    
Tel. +39 045 8014041  

office@amcmusic.com      www.amcmusic.com  
P.IVA / VAT  IT04119540237 

 
 

ALEXANDRA DOVGAN 
STIFTUNG MOZARTEUM SALZBURG | 31ST JULY 2019 
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